Principal’s Message:
April 15, 2018
Dear Coyote Families,
I hope that you enjoyed this fantastic weekend. I love spring in Placer County with all the rushing water, green grass,
and wildflowers. Today, our family was up at Hidden Falls Regional Park in Auburn for the first time. Here are
some pictures. It’s a beautiful place with very family (and dog!) friendly trails. If you want to get out and see some of
the spring blooms, I highly recommend it. And, of course, the time with your kids outside is priceless.
We are quickly approaching the window for the state standardized testing for students in grades 3-6. The
California Assessment of Student Progress and Performance (CAASPP) will be completed by Sunset Ranch
students between May 7th-18th.
Testing begins right after morning attendance is taken and may continue up to lunch time. Please keep in mind that
assessments are no longer timed, however there is a framework for approximately how long it is expected for a
student to successfully complete each session. It is very important that students are present to take the assessments,
so we ask that you do your best to schedule appointments outside of this testing window.
Please also ensure that your students are well prepared for the assessments by making sure that they get a
good night's sleep each night, have a nutritious breakfast each morning, and by encouraging him/her to do
their very best. We utilize the assessment scores as one measure of the effectiveness of our curriculum and
instruction.
It is important to note that it will be very difficult for students to be picked up early during the testing window. The
nature of the computer adapted tests does not allow us to guarantee that interrupting a test session will not result in
an impact to the student's score, since many of the questions require narrative answers and students may not be able
to return to an incomplete answer once the test is closed.
For more information about the state testing program, please visit the California Department of Education
website. If you are curious, you can even view sample exams HERE. Students will also be reviewing these practice
exams in class to prepare for CAASPP.
Thank you in advance for doing your best to ensure that your students are at school during the entire
testing window, and for your support during this important assessment period.
As always, thanks for your continued support of our wonderful school. I look forward to seeing you all on campus
this week!
Best,
Bill MacDonald

Principal
Sunset Ranch Elementary School
#everycoyoteeveryday!

Upcoming Events:
May 7-18

CAASPP Testing in Grades 3-6

May 10

School Site Council - 3:00-4:30 p.m. (Office Conference Room)

New Information:

In the past couple of weeks we’ve had numerous students coming in and complaining about itchy eyes and
allergies/sneezing. It’s spring and that means lots of pollen and other allergens are in the air! If needed, please be
sure to give your children allergy medications and eye drops before coming to school. The school health office does
not offer treatment for seasonal allergies.

Important Ongoing Information:

I also want to update you on an important new curricular program. It is a proactive bullying prevention
program (BPP) that will be taught to ALL students in grades K-6.  Students will be taught a lesson each week
for the next six weeks and concepts will be reinforced at our weekly assemblies. Here are a brief and full version of
the curriculum if you want to take a look:
Bully Prevention Program (Brief)
Bully Prevention Program (Full)

This week (or last) you may hear your child talking about our new web-based math fact fluency program “Reflex
Math”. Reflex Math is a fun way for students to master their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division facts.  Reflex Math will be used at school but can also be accessed from home via the login page. Here is
some additional information about the program.

For the 2018-19 school year, Rocklin Unified School District has moved to an online registration system for
TK/K enrollment. Packets must be completed online, printed, and turned in at:
● The Sunset Ranch Office beginning on Wednesday, 1/24.
Sunset Ranch is currently ACCEPTING intra-district and inter-district applications for the 2018-19 school
year. These will be granted on a space availability basis at each grade level. Please contact the Sunset
Ranch main office for more information.

Yearbooks are ON SALE NOW at a deep discount! HERE are the details.

