Principal’s Message:
April 30, 2018
Dear Coyote Families,
It’s hard to believe that we are already charging into May this week! With just six short weeks of school left, we are
quickly bringing the 2017-18 school year to a close. But that doesn’t mean that there isn’t a lot of learning and a lot
to celebrate before we wrap things up in June!
Next Monday, May 7, we will commence with CAASPP testing in grades 3-6. This is our end-of-the-year
statewide standardized testing in English Language Arts, mathematics, and science (Fifth grade only). It is an
important summary of our teaching and learning for the entire year. Please see details below and remember that it is
important that students are rested, fed, and present at school each day between May 7-18.
This year, we are going to try something new with Open House on Thursday, May 17th! Part of our school
strategic plan is to continue to emphasize STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics),
collaboration, and student driven learning. This year, at Open House / Full STEAM Ahead! we are going to try to
accomplish all of this and more. Instead of individual classroom presentations, each grade level will be working
together on a theme that will incorporate at least three STEAM areas into a hands-on, student led, activities for
parents. In addition, the night will have more traditional activities such as the Art Docent Show, VAPA showcase,
and fourth grade square dancing. All together, it promises to be a fun and exciting night that is a celebration of
learning for the entire school year. I look forward to seeing you all there!
As always, thanks for your continued support of our wonderful school. I look forward to seeing you all on campus
this week!
Best,
Bill MacDonald
Principal
Sunset Ranch Elementary School
#everycoyoteeveryday!

Upcoming Events:
May 7-18

CAASPP Testing in Grades 3-6

May 7-11

Teacher Appreciation Week!

May 8

Talent Show Auditions -2:30 p.m. (Multipurpose Room)

May 10

School Site Council - 3:00-4:30 p.m. (Office Conference Room)

May 17

Open House / Full STEAM Ahead! - 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

May 21

Talent Show - K-3 - 8:00 a.m. / 4-6 - 9:15 a.m. (Multipurpose Room)

New Information:

We are quickly approaching the window for the state standardized testing for students in grades 3-6. The
California Assessment of Student Progress and Performance (CAASPP) will be completed by Sunset Ranch
students between May 7th-18th.
Please also ensure that your students are well prepared for the assessments by making sure that they get a
good night's sleep each night, have a nutritious breakfast each morning, and by encouraging him/her to do
their very best.
For more information about the state testing program, please visit the California Department of Education
website. If you are curious, you can even view sample exams HERE. Students will also be reviewing these practice
exams in class to prepare for CAASPP.
Thank you in advance for doing your best to ensure that your students are at school during the entire
testing window, and for your support during this important assessment period.

Important Ongoing Information:

This week (or last) you may hear your child talking about our new web-based math fact fluency program “Reflex
Math”. Reflex Math is a fun way for students to master their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division facts.  Reflex Math will be used at school but can also be accessed from home via the login page. Here is
some additional information about the program.

For the 2018-19 school year, Rocklin Unified School District has moved to an online registration system for
TK/K enrollment. Packets must be completed online, printed, and turned in at:
● The Sunset Ranch Office beginning on Wednesday, 1/24.

Sunset Ranch is currently ACCEPTING intra-district and inter-district applications for the 2018-19 school
year. These will be granted on a space availability basis at each grade level. Please contact the Sunset
Ranch main office for more information.

